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	 Subd. 7a.  No tenant may withhold payment of all or any portion of rent for the last payment period of a residential rental agreement, except an oral or written month to month residential rental agreement concerning which neither the tenant nor landlord has served a notice to quit, on the grounds that the deposit should serve as payment for the rent. Withholding all or any portion of rent for the last payment period of the residential rental agreement creates a rebuttable presumption that the tenant withheld the last payment on the grounds that the deposit should serve as payment for the rent. Violation of this subdivision after written demand and notice of this subdivision shall subject the tenant to damages of twice the deposit and forfeiture of any interest due on the deposit in addition to actual damages.
	The Legislative History of 1977 Minn. Laws ch. 280, s. 5, HF 829 follows.
	 [1] HF 829 as introduced: [There was no section 5]
	 [2] HF 829, amended by House Committee on Commerce and Economic Development on April 14, 1977 as follows.
	  Add a new section [5] to read:
	 Subd. 7a.  No tenant may withhold payment of all or any portion of rent for the last payment period of a residential rental agreement, except an oral or written month to month residential rental agreement concerning which neither the tenant nor landlord has served a notice to quit, on the grounds that such deposit should serve as payment for the rent. Withholding all or any portion of rent for the last payment period of the residential rental agreement creates a rebuttable presumption that the tenant withheld the last payment on the grounds that such deposit should serve as payment for the rent. Violation of this subdivision after written demand and notice of this subdivision shall subject the tenant to damages of twice the deposit and forfeiture of any interest due on the deposit in addition to actual damages.  Any tenant who violates this subdivision after written demand and notice of this subdivision shall be liable to the landlord for damages in an amount equal to the deposit as provided in subdivision 2
	 [3] HF 829 further amended by Senate Committee on Judiciary on May 4, 1977 as follows:
	  Page 4, line 10 after “equal to the” insert “portion of the” and after “deposit” insert “which the landlord is entitled to withhold under section 2 of this act other than to remedy the tenant’s default in the payment of rent”
	 Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 504.20, Subdivision 7a, is amended to read:  





